
It Didn't Need to Be This Bad: Trump’s Attack on Science and the 
Facts Foiled America’s Response to the Pandemic 

 

QUICK LOOK 
● President Trump has downplayed the crisis since the beginning, and continues to insist that it will 

“disappear.” 
● President Trump has policitized agencies like the CDC and the FDA that were meant to keep 

Americans safe.  
● President Trump has silenced and attacked the experts — while pushing junk science and miracle 

cures (that often have dangerous side effects). 
● President Trump’s failure to control the virus allowed it to get out of control — resulting in massive 

unemployment and the worst GDP drop in American history.  
● President Trump forced states to reopen before it was safe to do so, and now he’s pressuring 

schools into making the same mistake. 
● President Trump failed to ramp up testing and shore up supplies of protective equipment, allowing 

the virus to spread uninhibited throughout the country.  
● President Trump ignored multiple warnings about the severity of the pandemic, and took action that 

left Americans vulnerable.  
● Thanks to President Trump’s failures, the United States currently has more than 5.8 million cases and 

180,000 deaths.   

 

President Trump Has Downplayed the Crisis Since the Beginning.  

● On August 5, Trump​ ​claimed​: “​This thing’s going away. It will go away like things go away.” 
 

● Trump on August 4 when asked about 150,000 Americans dying from the virus: “​It is what it is." 
 

● On July 1, Trump ​claimed​ that the virus would "just disappear." 
 

● On ​June 17​, Trump stated that, “The numbers are very minuscule compared to what it was. It’s dying 
out.” 

 
● On May 15, Trump ​claimed​ that the virus would “go away at some point” while downplaying the need 

for a vaccine. 
 

● Trump on ​April 28​: "This is going to go away.” 

● Through March 10, Trump ​insisted​ ​“Just stay calm. It will go away.” 
 

● On February 28, Trump​ ​insisted​ ​that “One day — it’s like a miracle — it will disappear” and suggested 
that coronavirus was Democrats’​ “​new hoax​.”  
 

● On February 26, Trump ​wrongly claimed​ ​that coronavirus was like the regular flu and “we’ll essentially 
have a flu shot for this in a fairly quick manner.”  
 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-08-05/trump-says-surging-virus-will-go-away-like-things-go-away?sref=L459Uwzi
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/04/politics/trump-covid-death-toll-is-what-it-is/index.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/trump-says-he-thinks-coronavirus-will-just-disappear-despite-rising-n1232709
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/03/12/trump-coronavirus-timeline/?arc404=true
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/15/trump-downplays-need-for-coronavirus-vaccine-itll-go-away-at-some-point.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/03/12/trump-coronavirus-timeline/?arc404=true
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUYlRQCUZdW19GSQ0xRkbQXLVLbem1XxDKq5-2BwAmYz-2B94pLt-2FQmO4wOg-2Bhb-2BMuk5Q-2B1LPNAnlV9FBpMwoM5UfDKXRZ-2FO1cVapWtFVoRpcQROGbGOJsNjdWlDgSUwPTxVxG-2F-2BWPGEZgTuyYNk3zqnL60AY-2BYFTmiipFEFjEFpdn-2FBfZE4U_97Vc9gsq-2BP71Bq-2BpKJEWQA-2FUee8oPnxzzcJT6aU7fdm82Mth1q2nq-2BKaixdO-2F1cz6yMsmz6VeLMPQsb2a44cv8-2FoE50L6SBGwyjAQxH0fkxzp6N5W-2FNGJLSjiB16eWo2VbyWprFonhxlwSOhmYswbZoOxh6UkaZmzY9buVOvroimLhwAge5uWI0-2BsmFdr-2Fb8Q99c1GHRzxy8Z45iDGwHsLqoV1YH-2FoVsHEA6h2OUEnvQy7vdgzfVWlHJJcT5ZSdsjuTO7pvp5DCWFWRU4bVB-2Bi-2B1FUcBv9YGtmHwfhPw2BlRrCTL44qU7Yo44ySO3-2FO14JikdG4qvzHX9y-2BWH1p-2FD66hV0VuR7bzW8m6aAQ7OMY-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUYlRQCUZdW19GSQ0xRkbQXLVLbem1XxDKq5-2BwAmYz-2B94pLt-2FQmO4wOg-2Bhb-2BMuk5Q-2B1LPNAnlV9FBpMwoM5UfDKUuUuAh60Gyb1vqBSvtaWzIvUt-2B43GFTtQyBdiSCpnBk6xFkdjdJs-2BEU4i4s10GRAA-3DXVL6_97Vc9gsq-2BP71Bq-2BpKJEWQA-2FUee8oPnxzzcJT6aU7fdm82Mth1q2nq-2BKaixdO-2F1cz6yMsmz6VeLMPQsb2a44cv8-2FoE50L6SBGwyjAQxH0fkxzp6N5W-2FNGJLSjiB16eWo2VbyWprFonhxlwSOhmYswbZoOxh6UkaZmzY9buVOvroimLhwAge5uWI0-2BsmFdr-2Fb8Q99c1GHRzxy8Z45iDGwHsJjzQRM-2BZSpL40naiqvUZCyJ3APeodUh4EaaQdyycvJYBp7sidTtkxPxzbTXfW30HQcGHOxqFz927sr9f2LlgD8yOVgDNCDR8ITyqdYTnIe0FPB3yhZBhJ59Gykpd-2BrNamz1UsgcHDZjv72-2B-2BZxWReo-3D
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● On February 10, Trump​ ​insisted​ ​that the U.S. only had 11 cases of coronavirus and “most of them are 
getting better very rapidly.”  
 

● On January 22, Trump​ ​described​ the coronavirus as “one person coming in from China.” 

 ​President Trump Has Politicized Agencies Meant to Keep Americans Safe. 

● Trump ​ordered​ the CDC to adjust testing guidelines to exclude people without symptoms — ​despite the 
fact​ that almost half of transmission events may come from asymptomatic or presymptomatic 
individuals.  
 

● Trump​ strong-armed​ the FDA into approving an Emergency Use Authorization for an unproven therapy, 
against the advice of experts.  
 

● The CDC changed its school reopening recommendations just days after Trump ​bashed​ them as "very 
tough" and "expensive.” 
 

● On July 15, the Trump administration ​ordered​ hospitals no longer send data to the C.D.C., a move that 
has alarmed health experts who fear the data will be politicized or withheld from the public. 
 

● As Trump championed the drug, in March the FDA ​issued​ an Emergency Use Authorization for 
hydroxychloroquine, which it was later ​forced​ to revoke. 
 

Trump Attacked & Silenced Experts While Pushing Misinformation, Junk Science 
 

● Trump has ​repeatedly​ ​pushed for using hydroxychloroquine to treat covid patients despite warnings 
from experts that it is ineffective and at times deadly. 

 
● On July 28, Trump ​shared​ a video from and later ​praised​ a doctor who has made bizarre claims about 

alien DNA, sex with demons and vaccinations that cause people not to be religious. 
 

● Trump​ ​retweeted​ a post alleging a conspiracy “by Fauci & the Democrats to perpetuate Covid deaths to 
hurt Trump.”  
 

● The White House​ ​released​ ​a statement attacking Dr. Anthony Fauci that resembled opposition research 
on a political opponent.” 
 

● In May, the White House’s Coronavirus Task Force meetings were ​scaled back​ to once a week and the 
task force became mostly idle. 
 

● In April, Trump ​suggested​ that injecting disinfectants like bleach could be a treatment for covid. 

President’s Trump Failure to Control the Virus Led to Massive Unemployment and Economic 
Recession 

● More than 58 million​ Americans have filed for unemployment since March. 
 

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTK94zVy7-2FC3VjlevWjYUTngfDkFFvXQxgdfEHOhxaWEgEkV5irS97GE5D4mVITRf4vC0dFjoSTXSwrOXCiVamgEk7-2BwnKN1FrGgj6qBtzjeavdcRsnLIPJtort2WxJYLA-3D-3DeHTW_97Vc9gsq-2BP71Bq-2BpKJEWQA-2FUee8oPnxzzcJT6aU7fdm82Mth1q2nq-2BKaixdO-2F1cz6yMsmz6VeLMPQsb2a44cv8-2FoE50L6SBGwyjAQxH0fkxzp6N5W-2FNGJLSjiB16eWo2VbyWprFonhxlwSOhmYswbZoOxh6UkaZmzY9buVOvroimLhwAge5uWI0-2BsmFdr-2Fb8Q99c1GHRzxy8Z45iDGwHsLIi3BVLgFkNnt9-2Bhgv-2BJz7Rm-2BKdugVK7p-2FqvBDs-2FsQ9CqHe-2FjQJsOM6SMVXfhA2ro5ESy-2BW-2BqHcGUEwrZ7RriuYcL457peZ6MnBT80oFkB-2FMw45jpcsm8bmd1wK820HgM-2FbLH94ioAODG396Cy757A-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUaNKr35L-2FBXJOJzIT9mMKfZADS7by8nEwHUy6Zuiu8zdobwazfkT5UDxN0e66m5VAczBhzmjIjhEtHYDH2KJksbws8mubfQIuszV5-2B4yDaOpIRHm7uzpzcwHllLTBNU2kA-3D-3DsL1a_97Vc9gsq-2BP71Bq-2BpKJEWQA-2FUee8oPnxzzcJT6aU7fdm82Mth1q2nq-2BKaixdO-2F1cz6yMsmz6VeLMPQsb2a44cv8-2FoE50L6SBGwyjAQxH0fkxzp6N5W-2FNGJLSjiB16eWo2VbyWprFonhxlwSOhmYswbZoOxh6UkaZmzY9buVOvroimLhwAge5uWI0-2BsmFdr-2Fb8Q99c1GHRzxy8Z45iDGwHsMOY3Y1jHPRa-2Fojfqd-2FcN4Ik96q6VpZURs-2FIMcPAfYtViS25MRtLmNuLbnh5s4AhOOnywZVuIYmh0alGvQe1HeX4w8n01GX6mUGcOpU5ULcSVQtO7uotX2jUKtzHO7L03domOAu0up-2BScmlb5CTrLqU-3D
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/26/politics/cdc-coronavirus-testing-guidance/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/health/covid-19-testing-cdc.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/health/covid-19-testing-cdc.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/23/us/politics/fda-plasma-coronavirus.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/08/politics/trump-cdc-school-guidelines-funding/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/14/us/politics/trump-cdc-coronavirus.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/29/fda-emergency-authorization-anti-malaria-drug-155095
https://www.wired.com/story/the-fda-revokes-its-emergency-use-authorization-for-hydroxychloroquine/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trump-doubles-defense-hydroxychloroquine-treat-covid-19-efficacy/story?id=72039824
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/07/28/stella-immanuel-hydroxychloroquine-video-trump-americas-frontline-doctors/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/stella-immanuel-trumps-new-covid-doctor-believes-in-alien-dna-demon-sperm-and-hydroxychloroquine
https://www.wsj.com/articles/trump-revives-attacks-against-fauci-on-coronavirus-policy-11595948672
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/12/politics/fauci-trump-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trumps-may-days-a-month-of-distractions-and-grievances-as-nation-marks-bleak-coronavirus-milestone/2020/05/31/123e7e6a-a120-11ea-81bb-c2f70f01034b_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/24/us/politics/trump-inject-disinfectant-bleach-coronavirus.html
https://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/jobless-claims-remain-over-1-million-for-second-straight-week/Q45FHG4P6JC2RCEJXQKGJXG4RQ/


● Under Trump’s tenure, the United States has experienced its ​worst economic downturn on record​ with 
GDP contracting by 32.9% during the second quarter of 2020. 
 

● Trump’s inability to combat the virus caused more than 1.4 million small businesses ​to close​ since the 
pandemic began, and as many as 4 million could close forever by the end of 2020. 

 
● Trump’s economic response to the pandemic has benefitted ​billionaires​, ​banks​, ​corporations​, his 

donors​ and even ​Chinese owned companies​ — while shutting out Americans desperate for a lifeline. 
 
President Trump Dropped the Ball on Social Distancing — And Urged States to Open When They 
Were Not Ready 
 

● Trump has pushed schools to reopen ​despite​ evidence pointing to the dangers to children and their 
families, and despite the fact that the United States has not yet controlled the virus. Clusters of cases 
have ​already​ rocked campuses that reopened at the President’s urging. 

○ In pushing schools to reopen, Trump has falsely ​claimed​ children don’t spread the virus despite 
evidence​ that children over 10 spread the virus just as much as adults. 
 

● States that​ ​were among​ the first to reopen at Trump’s urging experienced deadly summer surges, in 
stark contrast with those that were slow to lift restrictions.  

● Trump let social distancing guidelines ​expire​ on April 30, as more than half of states moved to 
reopen despite no state ​meeting​ the administration’s guidelines for reopening. 

● The White House ​waited until​ March 16 to issue social distancing guidelines, nearly two months after 
the first confirmed case of coronavirus in the United States. 

● Epidemiologists estimate that ​90 percent​ of cumulative deaths in the U.S. during the first wave of 
Covid-19 could have been avoided if social distancing guidelines had been implemented just two  

President Trump Refused to Shore Up Supplies of Protective Equipment 

● Trump’s​ ​sparing use​ of the Defense Production act left frontline workers struggling to protect 
themselves throughout the pandemic. 
 

● A July 10 administration briefing noted that states had​ ​only received​ ​a fraction of the PPE requested to 
fight the pandemic. 
 

● The Trump administration and FEMA routinely sent damaged,​ ​expired​, ​or otherwise​ ​useless​ ​PPE to 
states struggling to get the virus under control.  

● In June​, a National Nurses United survey found that 87% of 23,000 respondents were forced to reuse 
single use N95 respirators. 
 

● Trump​ ​waited​ ​until mid-March — after hospitals were already out of N95 masks and ventilators — to 
start bulk ordering crucial medical supplies.  
 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/30/economy/us-economy-2020-second-quarter/index.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-19-shuttered-more-than-1-million-small-businesses-here-is-how-five-survived-11596254424
https://www.businessinsider.com/billionaires-net-worth-increases-coronavirus-pandemic-2020-7
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https://coronaviruswarroom.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CVWR-Schools-Reopening-Report.pdf
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● Trump​ ​allowed​ ​US medical supplies to be exported to other countries as the national stockpile ​became 
depleted. 
 

● In February, after the virus was circulating and despite warnings about its severity, President Trump 
tried to​ ​slash​ ​the budget request to buy respirator masks​ ​and other supplies for the national stockpile 
by 75%. 

● On February 7, Trump’s State Department allowed ​17.8 tons​ of medical supplies to be sent to China on 
the same day  that the World Health Organization was ​warning​ of global shortage. 

President Trump Failed to Scale Up Testing  

● In mid-August, the average number of daily tests conducted in the United States ​dropped​ by 20,000 
from just two weeks early, and by late August the country was only ​testing​ at 52% of levels 
recommended by experts.   
 

● In July, as cases surged, people were forced to ​wait​ weeks for test results — rendering them useless.  
 

● In July, when cases were surging across the south, labs were ​rationing​ tests and  ​vying​ for critical 
testing materials that were in short supply.  
 

● Trump refused to invoke the Defense Production Act to increase supplies of testing materials like 
swabs​ ​until​ ​April 19th, weeks after shortages were first reported. 
 

● Trump’s promise of drive-through testing centers​ ​never materialized​ ​— the administration ultimately 
only set up 78 sites instead of the thousands promised. 
 

● Eight weeks after its first infection, South Korea​ ​tested​ nearly 300,000 people. ​The United States only 
reported testing​ ​56,000​ ​people in the same time frame. 
 

● When the CDC finally ​began​ its own testing regimen, the tests didn’t work and were restricted only to 
those who had been to China or who had had known exposure to the virus.  
 

● The Trump administration​ ​declined​ ​to use the diagnostic tests offered by the World Health 
Organization, allowing cases to spread unidentified across the country.  

President Trump Took Action That Exposed Americans and the World to the Risk of a Pandemic 

● Two months before the coronavirus struck Wuhan, China, President Trump ​ended​ a pandemic 
early-warning program specifically designed to detect and respond to coronaviruses. 
 

● Months before the first infections, President Trump eliminated a key CDC position ​focused​ on detecting 
disease outbreaks in China and cut the staff at the Beijing office of the CDC by two thirds.  
 

● Trump ​downsized​ the CDC’s epidemic prevention activities in 39 countries — reducing efforts to 
prevent global disease outbreaks by 80%. 
 

● Trump ​disbanded​ a National Security Council pandemic response unit in 2018.   
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President Trump Ignored Several Warnings About the Virus’ Severity 

● Trump ​ignored​ a 69-page pandemic playbook that encouraged the government to undertake a 
federal-wide effort to procure supplies and detect outbreaks before things worsened.  
 

● Trump ​ignored​ warnings from US Intelligence agencies in January and February about the global 
danger posed by the novel coronavirus.  
 

● Trump ​ignored​ warnings from White House economists in 2019 that a pandemic could kill hundreds of 
thousands of Americans and devastate the economy.  
 

● Trump ​ignored​ an October 2019 report that “drove home just how underfunded, underprepared and 
uncoordinated the federal government would be for a life-or-death battle with a virus for which no 
treatment existed.” 
 

● Trump ​ignored​ Pentagon warnings about the threat of a new virus — and how unprepared the country 
was to face one — since 2017. 
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